CHAPTER III
THE SYSTEM OF SECRET ALLIANCES, 1890-1907;
FORMATION OF THE TRIPLE ENTENTE
FRANCO-RUSSIAN RAPPROCHEMENT,  1887-1891
THE Franco-Russian Entente of 1891, which ripened
into the Alliance of 1894, was the natural result of the sus-
picions, the feeling of isolation, and the irritation against
Germany which existed in both countries. A rapproche-
ment between them, in spite of the fundamental contrast
between the republican and absolutist forms of government
at Paris and St. Petersburg, was the obvious counterbalance
to the Triple Alliance.
Notwithstanding Bismarck's generous promises to Rus-
sia in the Alliance of the Three Emperors and the Re-
insurance Treaty, Alexander III had been greatly irritated
at the election of Ferdinand of Coburg as Prince of Bul-
garia. Ferdinand had- hesitated to accept the Bulgarian
throne, or at least had pretended to hesitate, but had been
secretly persuaded into final acceptance, so the Tsar be-
lieved, by a treacherous intrigue on Bismarck's part.
Though Bismarck had alleged openly that Germany was
not interested in Bulgaria and that Russia might have a
free hand to do as she pleased there, the German Ambassa-
dor at Vienna was supposed to have written a letter to
Ferdinand secretly assuring him of Germany's support
against Russia in case he accepted the throne of Bulgaria.
The letter came into French hands and was conveyed by the
French to the Tsar. Though Bismarck assured the Tsar
kter that the letter was a forgery, there is no doubt that for
105